Dynamic hormonal tests in a case of premature ovarian failure.
The case of a patient with premature ovarian failure and a history of polycystic ovarian disease was described. Dynamic gonadal and pituitary tests were done. Ovarian, adrenal, and peripheral veins were catheterized to determine the steroid secretion under HCG stimulation. In vitro studies of the capacity of ovarian steroidogenesis confirmed the refractory nature of the gonad. Lack of gonadal response, both in vivo and in vitro, to stimulation suggests a possible alteration in ovarian sensitivity to gonadotropins as a possible cause of premature menopause.